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PRESIDENT’S AERIE by Eric Bloemker

Greetings to all. Summer is upon TreeHouse. Baby squirrels,
baby owls, baby opossums, babies, babies, babies. Ever use the phrase “I slept
like a baby”? I do, but then I add, “Waking every couple of hours crying and
wanting to eat.” Our dedicated staff, interns, and volunteers know this quite
well, and the new season of orphaned fawns has just hit us as of this writing.
So, if you see an intern around TreeHouse struggling to move about the
grounds, they are not zombies. They are playing mother to dozens of babies.
Please greet them with a smile.
With the influx of all these babies, operating costs are going up, too. Special
formula is required for the babies, and once weaned off the milk, solid food is
given until they are ready to be returned to the wild. Every donation helps to
feed the animals. We keep our basic annual memberships inexpensive. We
really appreciate all donations, but please consider increasing your donation.
Become an advocate for TreeHouse, too. Tell your family, friends, and
co-workers about us. Invite them to come out some weekend to see our facilities.
Without your generous donations, TreeHouse cannot provide the care so needed
by the injured and orphaned wildlife. Check with your employer about matching
gift programs. Some even will donate based on volunteer hours, too.
Join us on Facebook to hear news of events and programs. And share the
postings you like. A grassroots organization like ours survives on spreading the
word. Eventually, we'll find our way into the heart of some lottery winner!
We always can use dedicated volunteers. Check out our website for the
volunteer application form. We do have some parent-child teams if you both
share the interest in wildlife. This can be a wonderful opportunity for you to
work together building memories for a lifetime. TreeHouse has opportunities for
many different interests, even if you like viewing the wildlife at a safe distance.
If you haven't been out to TreeHouse in a while, come on out! Bring a friend,
too. TreeHouse continues to grow based on the support you and other members
constantly and generously provide. And if you are out shopping, stop in our gift
shop. Lots of new items are on-sale, including tee shirts and jewelry, and the
profits help TreeHouse, too.
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EDUCATION TRAINING by Rachael Heaton
Everyone reading this article probably is aware that TreeHouse’s main goal is to
release injured and orphaned wildlife back to the wild when they have recovered.
Every wild animal that comes through our door, no matter the species, is
initially assumed to be for release. However, after a thorough examination, it
may be determined that an animal cannot be released. Quite often we admit
animals that have an injury that has left them permanently disabled such as an
amputated limb, a broken joint, damage to the eyes, or brain damage. We then
have to decide what is best for the animal at that point. Can we house them here
at the center for the rest of their lives? Will they adapt well to living in captivity?
What would be the cost of taking on another resident? Will it get along with the
other animals? Can we find another center or zoo that can take them in if we
have no more room here? These are all the sorts of questions that we have to ask
ourselves.
If it is determined that we can keep the animal at our center, we then ask
ourselves more questions. What role will this animal play at the center? All of
our permanent residents have a job. Do they interact well with guests? Perhaps
they can be a display animal out front. How willing are they to adopt orphans of
their own species? Perhaps they can be a foster parent. Do they have a mellow
temperament and would be okay traveling and being around people? Perhaps
they can be trained for outreach programs. We do our best to have members of
each species that we have at our center that can fulfill these jobs. For the last
few years, we have had a vacancy that has been in high demand by the public.
We did not have a Bald Eagle that could fulfill the role as an outreach bird.
Occasionally we would admit the bird that was a potential candidate, but once
they started feeling better, their true temperament would show that they were
perhaps not mellow enough for the job.
This all changed however when we admitted a small juvenile Bald Eagle on
March 18 of this year. This young eagle was found after being hit by a car on
Route 37 just south of Salem, IL. He had sustained an open fracture at his right
wing wrist joint which could not be fixed. If a joint is involved in a fracture, even
if the fracture heals, the joint will freeze in place and never regain its full
motion. This type of fracture is often devastating for birds that need their wings
to be nearly perfect to be able to fly. Eagles often fly great distances over rivers
searching for fish and during their migration when they return to the north for
the summer. This unfortunate juvenile eagle would never be able to fly again. He
was also extremely thin so he had been unable to find food for several days.
continued
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Given his young age and on top of
the fact that he was just plain
hungry, this bird was quite
fearless. For the first few days he
was on a liquid diet to get his
strength back but once he was
able to move back to solid food, he
was taking the food directly from
our gloved hands before we could
put it on the ground for him. After I and the other
TreeHouse
staff talked, it was decided that
we could try to train him for outreach when his
condition was
more stable. For the meantime,
we were letting him eat as much
as he wanted to get his strength
and weight back while he waited
to go in for
surgery for his
wing. I often fed him chunks of
meat using forceps so that he
would stay used to the idea of
taking food from
TreeHouse
staff
and
volunteers.
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When surgery day came, he was
taken to Hawthorne Animal Hospital in Glen Carbon to have the unusable part of his wing from his wrist joint
down amputated. The end of his wing was then wrapped to allow it to heal. I
worried that the surgery would affect his behavior, but luckily he was not deterred. When it came time to eat, he was right there at the door of his hospital
enclosure ready for food. We allowed about a week to pass and he seemed to be
doing well. It was then decided to move him to a larger enclosure located in our
hospital area that we call the exercise room. I set it up with sheets, a large
water bowl, wooden perches, and the artificial perch that we use for large birds
at outreach programs so that he could get acclimated to it. Now, how to move
him from the smaller hospital cage to the exercise room? Normally, we would
just grab and contain the animal and move him or her over. However, I felt that
he was still learning to trust humans at the center so I wanted to try a different
tactic.
continued
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continued
I made a ramp from his hospital cage down to the floor and opened the door,
leaving some food on the ramp to draw him out. He sat in his hospital cage
eyeing the food and after about five minutes he took a tentative step out of his
enclosure. He gazed around the room for a moment in apparent awe at the
change in surroundings. After a minute of just looking, he then ate the food and
went right back into his hospital enclosure. Perhaps it wasn’t awe. Well then…
let’s try this again. This time, I set the bait a little further out. He eyed the food
again, obviously tempted. After a few minutes he stepped out of his enclosure
and went right for the food.
It then suddenly occurred to him that he had room to really roam and he
stretched his wings and started walking around the room while I closed the door
to his hospital cage. I allowed him some time to explore and then started trying
to bait him down to where the exercise room was. He however was still way
more interested in his new surroundings then he was in me. Eventually, he
made it down to the room all by himself. I had left the door open so that he could
walk right in when he was ready. He quickly took to the exercise room and
hopped right up onto the artificial outreach perch. Success! Let the games begin.
This would be the enclosure that I would train him in for outreach programs.
Training for outreach can be quite extensive and take a long time because first a
relationship needs to be developed with the bird. Second, the bird needs to get
used to the idea of the jess system and gloves. The jesses are like a leash for
birds that you often see falconers use so that the bird can be secured to a perch
or to the handler. Third, they then have to adjust to traveling in a crate and
getting used to different surroundings and people.
Over the past month, this juvenile eagle has made quite a bit of progress. Every
day that I am at the center, I enter his enclosure with the same stainless steel
container full of food and feed him via forceps. It is to the point that when he
hears me grab the container, he comes running up to the door of his exercise
room and watches for me. I can sit in his enclosure and he will stand right in
front of me and take his food. Sometimes he can be a bit picky. For instance, he
didn’t want to eat chicken the other day but deer meat? He was all over that.
Our birds are very well fed at our center. In another week or two I plan to start
introducing the jess system. I am so excited to see how he does and I feel
honored to be able to work with this magnificent bird. His personality is quite
fun to work with. It will be great to see in a few months if he will be ready to
make his debut. Perhaps this juvenile eagle will never fly again but at least he
will get to spend the rest of his life well fed, protected, and fulfilling the role of
teaching the public about Bald Eagles and the importance of protecting our
native wildlife.
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by Judy Neiman

Every year we receive about 100 ducklings over the course of two months. This
year we have received 79 mallards and 35 wood ducks in the course of three
weeks. There is still about five more weeks of duck season.
Shown are two different age groups of orphaned mallard ducklings.
If anyone would like to donate money to buy bags of Game Bird Chow it would
be greatly appreciated.

Interns

Page 6

THWC

INTERN NOTES FROM THE LAND DOWN UNDER
by Lauren Grimes
Over January, I was fortunate enough to spend four weeks as an intern at
TreeHouse. Being Australian, I had no idea what to expect of the wildlife,
people and weather in Illinois.
From releasing an Eastern Screech Owl, to tube feeding Trumpeter Swans, to
hand feeding squirrels, there was rarely a dull moment at the Centre. Each day
held something new, and a chance to learn.
It is hard to name just one highlight from my time at TreeHouse, however
having the opportunity to help rehabilitate two Bald Eagles is definitely up
there!
One thing which really stood out to me during my time there was the
commitment of the TreeHouse Wildlife Centre staff and volunteers to engage
and educate the public on their native wildlife. By allowing opportunities to see
the individuals of the native wildlife up close, the local communities were able
to appreciate just how special each animal is.
Although my time at TreeHouse was short, I am so thankful for the
opportunities I had. The knowledge of wildlife and hands on experience in
rehabilitation I gained is invaluable. A huge thank you to all of the TreeHouse
staff and volunteers for making my time there so memorable, and for the time,
effort, sweat and tears you all put in to
caring for wildlife!

Lauren Grimes with Boomerang
Currently a Junior at
Lalor North Secondary College,
Australia
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Eda Koseli, Intern
University of Uludag Turkey
Graduate Student

Eda feeding one of many
orphaned squirrels in the
nursery

Summer Interns:
Molly Arnold
Hayley Trzinski
Monica Murphy
Elizabeth Snyder

Elissa Pemberton
University of Santa Cruz
Graduate Student
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DID WE DREAM TOO BIG?
The dream began with an injured rabbit in 1972 resulting in TreeHouse Wildlife
Center seven years later. I was never a big dreamer, but more like a blank slate
in my 20’s. The injured rabbit presented itself, and without any other place to
go for care, I found my calling. I had no earthly idea where this would lead
because I didn’t know anyone who did this. Simple as that. It was to be a
grassroots organization, existing only by the generosity of local people who
needed us, and this is how we operated for 31 years. The “I” in this narrative
quickly turned into “we” in 1985 when TreeHouse first accepted volunteers and
interns. I planted the seed along with Dr. Richard Evans, but there have been
plenty of gardeners along the way who shared and cultivated this dream.
Hundreds of volunteers have turned up to help with the animals, education,
construction, fundraising, etc.
However in 2010, time caught up with us, and there was finally not enough duct
tape to hold the Brighton building together any longer. We had to find another
place or close, and along came the Dow property just in time. With a grant from
a private foundation whose mission was to fund local environmental
organizations, we purchased the perfect property and start building the rehab
clinic and cages.
Interns have literally traveled from far flung corners of the earth such as
Australia, Turkey, Scotland, Canada, and from north and south and coast-tocoast in the U.S to experience wildlife rehabilitation hands-on. Over 600
individuals and families sought help in 2014 for injured and orphan animals
they found. Visitors have arrived from all over the U.S. and abroad to learn
about the many species of birds of prey, waterfowl, and mammals who call
TreeHouse home. Thousands of people from pre-school age to nursing home
residents have learned from our educators about our mission at TreeHouse.
This dream turned from my dream into our dream, and it keeps growing.
Fast forward to 2015. Did we dream too big? The need keeps growing, and the
dream keeps growing. Donations and memberships keep growing as well, but
unfortunately they cannot keep up with our growing expenses. We have
accomplished quite a bit in our five short years at the Dow location but with
much more we want to do. There aren’t many wildlife centers that take on the
amount of patients in rehabilitation – both birds and mammals – that
TreeHouse does, plus operate an environmental education center with in-house
field trips and tours as well as outreach programs. Those who do are normally
partnered with another organization such as Audubon, Sierra Club, or Humane
Societies. Others operate out of a city or county government, or university, and
some are backed by corporations, sports stars or celebrities.
continued
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Growing from a grassroots
beginning to where we are now has
been challenging. Our success has
really been beyond our dreams -that is if you count success as we
do. Success is when we launch a
raptor back to freedom in the wild
after rehabilitation. Watching it
soar into the sky is a sight that
still sends chills down my spine 36
years later.
Success that is
rewarding but not quite as
dramatic is watching a lowly
Eagle release at Two Rivers Refuge
possum, rehabbed after being hit
on 12-6-14 by
by a car, amble out of the crate and
John Barud, Ameren Illinois
into the woods; or an orphaned red
Senior Director of Division Operations, South
fox raised by our foster Red Fox
mom, Chuckles, and her partner, foster dad gray fox Zorro (they’re a modern
family!) exploding out of the crate and leaping joyfully through the tall grass.

A little visitor and Mocha the
Short-eared Owl eye each other

Families, friends, grandparents and grandkids find
their way off the Great River Road to visit. Success
is watching a small child’s eyes when they come
face to face with a tiny Screech Owl, only to learn
it’s really an adult; or marvel at how truly large a
Bald Eagle is when it’s on your level. I love hearing comments from people who say, “Wow, I’ve
never seen a Pileated Woodpecker before”, or “I
didn’t know a Screech Owl doesn’t really screech”.

We accomplish all this with one full-time staff and
three part-time staff, but we need twice as many paid staff to meet all our needs.
Our small group of staff, interns and volunteers are working as hard as we can.
Our wildlife rehab family has already been dealt a blow with the loss of Sandie
Konopelski. Even though Sandie was a TreeHouse volunteer, she had an
individual rehabilitation permit of her own and she took in and cared for as
many or more creatures than some wildlife centers. Sandie rescued raptors and
transferred them to TreeHouse and she personally cared for many of the animals
TreeHouse does not accept. There is no way we can fill that void which leaves
the southern part of our region without your help.
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We need to continue to rehabilitate wildlife because TreeHouse is the only
wildlife center in the greater metro east area of Illinois. Believe me, there is not
one person on our crew who wants to downsize whatsoever. We are committed
to keeping everything operating seven days a week. We know with your help,
we didn’t dream too big. TreeHouse has overcome many obstacles in the past 36
years, and with your help we will continue serving the community for another
36.
Adele Moore, Founder
TreeHouse Wildlife Center

Grade school students enjoying one of the
many field trip opportunities at TreeHouse
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Babies,
Babies,
Babies

Possums, Gray Fox, Gosling,
Barred Owls, Fawn,
Red-shouldered Hawk,
Woodchuck, Screech Owls

Total patients
admitted during
1st quarter 2015:
213
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There are two Bald Eagles in this
picture taken through a scope at Two
Rivers Refuge. The mature eagle on
the lower right branch is the eagle we
just released. (see story page 9). The
immature eagle on the upper left
appeared out of nowhere and flew
over to that branch a few minutes
after the adult landed. They sat
together for quite some time.
Possibly a family reunion?

TreeHouse volunteer and
educator, Connie Yordy
finds kids in the Education
Center to talk about
Einstein the Turkey Vulture

Speaking of Einstein, this diva
decided to photo bomb a picture
taken at our Let’s Go Fishing Show
booth earlier this year.
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BORN TO REHAB by Judy Neiman
We are all mourning the terrible loss of our dear friend and dedicated volunteer Sandie
Konopelski. On April 24 she was attempting to rescue a baby raccoon huddled against
the tracks of Metro Link in Swansea when she was struck and killed by a train. The
whole rehab community in our area is reeling from this enormous loss.
I have never met anyone like Sandie. Her love of wildlife was unparalleled. She was
licensed by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and would personally take in
300+ animals a year. She took orphaned raccoons, squirrels, bunnies, groundhogs and
the list goes on. All God’s creatures were equal in Sandie’s eyes. She would also take in
baby songbirds which require feeding every 20 minutes from daylight to dusk. Baby
Hummingbirds she would put in a basket and take with her everywhere (even to church
on Sunday) to make sure they received proper feeding. Larger animals such as raptors,
coyotes, fox and fawns she would transfer to TreeHouse.
Sandie was no stranger to rescuing animals in need. She thought nothing of driving 100
miles in a day to rescue animals. She would rescue hawks, owls (adults and babies),
geese, ducks and a couple Bald Eagles of which she was very proud. One day she swam
across a canal to capture an injured eagle and then swam back pushing him across the
water. An amazing rescue. Another time she swam to the center of a lake to save a
duck caught on a hook snagged on a log.
Sandie and I would go every year to wildlife conferences to learn all we could about
properly treating injured and orphaned wildlife. Whenever I felt tired and discouraged
she was always my inspiration to carry on. She was extremely knowledgeable in her
line of work and I learned a lot from her.
No one outside of TreeHouse was as committed as Sandie to saving wildlife. We don’t
know how we can ever replace her. Sandie did wonderful work here on earth and I’m
sure there is a special place in heaven for her.
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BAILEE’S BRIGADE
Bailee Warsing, from Granite City Girl
Scout Troop 263 is a candidate for the Girl
Scout Gold Award which is equivalent to
the Boy Scout Eagle Scout Award.
She chose TreeHouse Wildlife Center for
her project and decided to build a
Raptor Residence for one of our
permanent birds.

The TreeHouse Construction Crew also
participated, including our lunch lady,
Perky, providing pizzas, as well as
Bailee’s Brigade who brought drinks
and desserts.

Bailee did her part from raising
money, collecting and buying building
materials, recruiting volunteers, to
participating in construction.

The cage was 99% completed that day.
A new record!
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Above photo Front row l to r:
Bill, Perky, Lauren, (intern); Adele, Rachael
Back row l to r: Mel, Pam, Libby
Photo left:
Meet Tabitha (Tabby) , our new
Weekend Rehabilitation Staffer

Retired and looking for something to do one day a week?
Oh, so you’re not excited about working with animals? Not a problem!
TreeHouse needs volunteers for the following jobs:
Cage construction, general maintenance, mechanics,
light housekeeping, greeters, landscapers, cooks for workdays.
Call 466-2990 for details
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Kevin, our permanent resident
possum
Rachael and Ed the Pelican

River otter brought in after being caught
in a snare trap near Carlyle Lake

Can you find Char the Screech Owl?
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Two little girls, Grace and Kya showed
their thanks to TreeHouse and
Hawthorne Animal Hospital with
drawings after Dr. Paul Myer removed a
fish hook from a duck’s mouth.

Unfortunately we lost Ruland, our bobcat. He was admitted
with a concussion, resulting in seizures after being hit by a car.
He brought a lot of joy to all during his short life with us.

Education
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Our $75 summer camp
sessions are divided into age‐
appropriate groups. Dates are
as follows:

Go

WILD!

Wildlife Summer Camp

Owls, deer, and coyotes, oh my! Come spend a day with
your furry backyard friends of the forest! Treehouse
Wildlife Center is excited to announce its 2nd annual
summer camp sessions at the center! These two day
camps will give your child a hands on look at how
wildlife rehabbers at TreeHouse treat sick, injured, and
orphaned animals as well as working to instill a more
conscience view on the relationship between humans,
wildlife, and nature. Whether it is watching a rehabber
stabilize a broken wing, conducting your own scientific
experiment, or assisting with the feeding of a fawn, you
will be sure to learn the basics of wildlife behavior and
rehabilitation! Join other animal lovers of all ages, and
don’t forget to have fun and … GO WILD!

June 22nd – 23rd (ages 3‐5)
July 6th – 7th (ages 6‐8)
July 20th – 21st (ages 9‐12)
August 3rd – 4th (ages 13‐15)
August 10th – 11th (ages 13‐15)

Day 1 of camp runs from 10am
to 2pm. Day 2 of camp runs
from 4pm – 8pm. Please bring
a sack lunch the first day. A
cook‐out is provided for the
children on the second day.
Please specify any food
concerns you may have when
reserving your child’s spot.
Closed‐toed shoes required.
Experienced camp counselors
will coordinate activities to the
needs and ages of each child,
therefore making it a safe and
enjoyable experience for
everyone!
Treehouse Wildlife Center is a
non‐profit 501 (c) (3)
organization dedicated to the
preservation of native
American wildlife through
rehabilitation and
environmental education

TreeHouse
Wildlife Center
23956 Green Acres Road
Dow, Illinois 62022
618‐466‐2990
Please call to reserve your
spot. Spaces are limited!
treehousewildlifecenter.com
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YES! I would like to join the

TREEHOUSE WILDLIFE EXPLORERS
My $15 membership dues are enclosed

Name ____________________________________
Date of Birth _____________________________
(mm/dd/yyyy)
Street Address____________________________
___________________________________________
City_______________________________________
TreeHouse Wildlife
Explorers is for kids aged
14 and under, and it’s
designed to teach kids
about wildlife and the
natural world in a fun and
engaging way.
Members will receive
a one-page monthly
newsletter keeping them
informed and in the loop
about the animals being
cared for at TreeHouse;
a personalized membership
card to be used for special
offers and discounts;
and an invitation to a
special annual event just
for TreeHouse Wildlife
Explorers and their
families.

State _______________ Zip_________________
Phone_____________________________________
E-Mail____________________________________

Make checks payable to:
TreeHouse Wildlife Center
and send to
TreeHouse Wildlife Center
23956 Green Acres Road
Dow, IL 62022
attn: Jennifer Yordy
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TreeHouse Wildlife Center extends their deepest appreciation to the
following companies, people and organizations for making our
MOUSE RACE
fundraiser a complete success
Piasa Pub . Pizza World . Ted Blaylock . Elaine “Perky” Perkins
Mrs. Kathy Smith, Leisure World . Rob’s Mufflers . Hawg Pit BBQ
Grafton Winery . Harrison’s Gifts . The Loading Dock
Fred’s Barber Shop . Yvonne & Richard Cloninger
Iron Décor & More . Alton VFW Post 1308 . Pope Animal Hospital
Fairmont Mouse Races . Mel & Shirley McCann
George Alarm Company . Sanders Waste Systems
David & Carol Stevenson . Quality Buick, GMC, Cadillac
Heartland Ninjutsu Dojo . The Old Bakery Beer Company
Pajarito Native American Shop . Mrs. Jeanne Greer
Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery

Mouse Race?
Did somebody say Mouse Race?
Where?
Did I miss it?
Yep!

THWC

Acknowledgements

Page 21

IN MEMORY OF
Sandra-Ann Konopelski
Dale Morlen
Betsy

THANK YOU
Donation received in honor of Pam Lippert
Bethalo High School National Honor Society
Wildlife Rescue Center, Ballwin, MO

.

Bi-State Wildlife Hotline

Alton Regional Convention and Visitors Bureau
Grafton Chamber of Commerce
Mascoutah Animal Hospital

.

.

greatriverroad.com

Belle Street Key Service

Thanks to all those groups and individuals who provided much needed
donations of time, cash, gift cards, and supplies!

KIDS HELPING WILDLIFE
Thanks to Alyssa Elliott who set out a donation can at
her grandmother’s yard sale with a note that read:
All donations go to Tree House,
a wildlife shelter..
HELP ME SAVE THESE
ANIMALS!!
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If you have an animal in need of
rehabilitation, call
(618) 466-2990 Dow
or the
BiState MO/IL Wildlife Hotline at
www.wildlifehotline.com or
Toll free (855)-945-3435
If you have questions about
becoming a volunteer, or if you would
like to book a program, please call
(618) 466-2990
or check out our website at
www.treehousewildlifecenter.com

Einstein
Wish List

TreeHouse Wildlife Center, Inc.
23956 Green Acres Road
Dow, Illinois 62022

33 gal. trash bags
Kitchen trash bags
Welding gloves
Fishing nets with handles (all sizes)
Garden hoses
Used sweatshirts & sweatpants
Cash donations
Tractor with scoop or
(Mechanical) Bobcat
Mini van with stow & go seating
Walk-in freezer
Did you receive a gift card you’re not
going to use? We can use gift cards
from any store

Company Gift Matching
Many companies offer Charity
gift matching programs.
Ask your employer or check our
website for a list of employers
who will match your contribution
to TreeHouse

