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Remarks given by Adele Moore at 

TREEHOUSE WILDLIFE CENTERôS 

 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

The slogan from the U.S Postal Service states:  ñNeither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of 
night stays these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.ò  Sounds to 
me like volunteers delivering buckets of water, fish, and various rodent meals to our patients 
and permanent resident animals, outside in the middle of winter, (or throw in a swarm of 
buffalo gnats during the summer).  Itôs a 365 days-a-year operation, with no exceptions. 
 

My personal slogan these past 40 years is ñitôs not about me, 
itôs not about the staff, and itôs not about the volunteers, itôs 
all about the animals and their  stories.ò  Thatôs what people 
want to know about, but tonight is different.  Tonight itôs 
about us, because without staff and all our volunteers (both 
past and  present) there simply wouldnôt be a TreeHouse.  
Tonight itôs about us.  Recognizing those of us behind the 
scenes making it all happen -- those cleaning the clinic,     
caring for the patients and permanent residents, providing 
veterinary services, laundry people, and those keeping up 
with patient files and permits.  A shout out to our education 
staff and volunteers, gift shop staff and volunteers, our   
fundraising committee and granter writer, greeters, our crack construction crew, landscapers, 
our Board of Directors, our families, and last of all, me trying to hold it all together. 
 

Who knew back in 1967 that this girl who just graduated from Granite City High School,  
whose only goal in life at that time was to find a job, get married and have a family, would 
eventually end up running a non-profit operation dealing with injured and orphaned wildlife. 
 

Who knew back in 1972 a severely injured critter would kick off this chain of events and 
thereby set everything in motion toward a future lifetime mission.  
 

And who knew in 1979 this little backyard, grassroots wildlife rehabilitation effort in  
Brighton would blossom into what itôs become today in Dow.  I pinched myself a bit when 
we walked through those doors on Green Acres Road for the very first time in 2010. 
  
It hasnôt been an easy road as most of you know.  Weôve found ourselves hanging off the 
financial cliff way more than once these past 40 years.  The true miracle of TreeHouse is that 
weôve been yanked back from the brink each and every time to continue our mission to help 
wildlife.  
 

One last group I would like to thank tonight are you -- our members, and supporters.  Just 
like our staff and volunteers, TreeHouse wouldnôt be here today without you.  Itôs truly    
taken a village.  Thank you for joining us in celebration of our 40th year of supporting our 
local wildlife population, and by the way, Iôm still pinching myself!  
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Recently, TreeHouse Wildlife Center introduced 
a new permanent resident.  His name is Utah and 
he is a silver fox.  The silver fox is actually the 
exact same species as the red fox, Vulpes vulpes.  
It gets its name from its fur coloration which 
ranges from a bold silver to almost completely 
black.  Like red foxes, silver foxesô eyes take on 
a golden yellow color as they mature.  

  
Although it falls under the Order Carnivora, foxes are actually omnivores, meaning they will 
eat both meat (including fresh kills and carrion) and plant foods.  When an abundance of food 
is available, foxes will store their food in caches to utilize when food sources are scarce.   The  
flexibility of their diet and the use of food caches account, in part, for their success across so 
many different parts of the world.  In fact, Vulpes vulpes are among the most widely          
distributed species in the world, spanning North America, Europe, Asia, and even Australia.  
In North America, silver foxes occur mostly in the northwestern part of the continent. 
 

They do face challenges, however, and exploitation through fur farming and the fur trade   
particularly affects the silver fox.  Natives of New England once considered the pelt of a    
silver fox to be worth more than 40 American beaver skins.   
 

Additional challenges include the pet trade. Domestication of foxes began in the Soviet Union 
in 1959 and has occurred over 50 years of experimentation.  It has contributed to the appeal of 
owning silver foxes as part of the exotic pet trade.  A little research indicated it is legal in 
Utah to own Vulpes vulpes as a pet.  It is surmised this is part of Utahôs story. 
   
What we know about Utah is that an animal control officer found him wandering with a pack 
of dogs.  After capturing him, the animal control officer turned Utah over to a wildlife        
rehabber in the nearby area.  His comfortability with domestic dogs as well as the fact that he 
was neutered led the animal control officer and the wildlife rehabber to believe he was likely 
kept as a pet.  Utahôs obvious comfortability with approaching humans supported this theory.  
These factors meant he is not releasable to the wild.  The wildlife rehabber agreed to keep him 
temporarily but since her primary rehab focus is raptors, she did not have the facilities to keep 
him long-term.  She placed an ad in the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council looking 
for a permanent placement for him.  
 

TreeHouse Wildlife Center recently lost our beloved gray fox, Zorro, leaving our permanent 
resident red fox, Chuckles alone.  Utah appeared to be a good fit with our Center and we 
agreed to bring him to Illinois.  A TreeHouse volunteer flew to Utah, rented a car, then drove 
Utah the fox back to Illinois.  During the drive, Utah was obviously comfortable in a pet taxi 
and in a car, making the likelihood that he was once a pet even greater.  Upon arrival to   
TreeHouse Wildlife Center, he was isolated for a short time before moving into an enclosure 
with Chuckles.  The two of them get along well and are bonding.   
 

While the outcome for Utah is ultimately positive, TreeHouse Wildlife Center does not     
support keeping wild animals as pets.  Although we love seeing Utahôs handsome face every 
day, it would be far preferable for foxes to live in the wild as they were meant to do.  
 

              

UTAH MOVES TO ILLINOIS by Marcie Nagle 
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MORE NEW FACES, TAILS (AND TALES) 
 

Rizzo, (the elder), was rescued from an Outer Banks, 

South Carolina wildlife rescue center which was under 
imminent threat from Hurricane Dorian.  Plans had 
been underway for some time to add a bobcat to our 
TreeHouse Ambassador program since the loss of our 
last bobcat, Tigger.  Rizzo had been admitted to the 
Outer Banks center due to the fact that he had been   
socialized to humans and couldnôt be released to the 
wild.  Added to that problem was it seemed that fresh 
meat was not on his menu of favorite foods.  Once the      

hurricane appeared to be heading toward South Carolina the time table was moved up.     
Volunteers literally jumped in their van and headed east to beat the storm. 

Not only were the two volunteers and Rizzo in the van, but 
they also picked up a Gray Fox from North Carolina as 
well.  Chuckles, our Red Fox, had missed her Gray Fox   
companion of many years since Zorro passed away in 
2018.  Because the hurricane affected the Gray Fox as 

well, ñDorianò hitched a ride to TreeHouse.  Dorian  

cannot be returned to the wild because he is too socialized 
to humans as well. 

Nyx (the younger) came to TreeHouse via Peoria, Illinois.  A delivery driver noticed a small 
kitten on the side of the highway.  The driver exited the highway, looped around, and found 
the kitten.  He took the kitten to a veterinarian who pronounced that this was no ordinary  
domestic kitten but a wild bobcat kitten.  We are surmising that the kittenôs mother was hit 
by a car and taken away, leaving the kitten behind.  The kitten was sent to a nearby wildlife 
rehabilitator for several days.  Since TreeHouse had experience with raising and caring for 
bobcats, the kitten was transferred to us.  Without a bobcat ñmodelò to learn whatôs needed to 
live as a bobcat in the wild, and despite our  attempts to de-socialize the kitten, it had already 
lost itôs fear of humans.  We tried our best to make Rizzo available as a model but since we 
hadnôt had Rizzo very long and didnôt know his background, we didnôt want to put them   
together at the beginning.  Since that time we have  
introduced them with staff supervision and they seem 
to have bonded nicely. 

 

Vixey, the red fox, is from a rehabilitation center in  
Michigan, and was brought to TreeHouse this         
September.  Vixey suffered some type of neurological 
damage which may or may not heal in order to release 
her to the wild.  In the meantime she has Utah, Dorian 
and Chuckles for roommates.    

Rizzo & Nyx 

Dorian 

Vixey 


